[Aseptic purulent meningitis in two patients co-infected by HTLV-1 and Strongyloides stercoralis].
Occurrence of anguilluliasis always progresses to hyperinfestation or disseminated anguilluliasis with severe clinical manifestations in carriers of HTLV-1. This prognosis is further illustrated by two new cases of non-septic purulent meningitis observed in two male patients from Guadalope. Ages were 61 and 64 years. In both cases examination of cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) demonstrated pleiocytosis with more than 3000 cells (mostly polynuclear neutrophils) per mm3, protein content greater than 3 g/l, and low sugar level. No soluble germs or antigens were found in the CSF. In both patients Strongyloides stercoralis larvae were detected in stools but not in CSF. Meningitis responded to antibiotic treatment but follow-up tests showed the persistence of larvae in stools despite treatment using thiabendazole. While similar cases of meningitis have been reported in carriers of HTLV-1, the underlying mechanism is still unclear. Co-infection with Strongyloides stercoralis appears to be a predisposing factor. This association may warrant preventive anti-parasitic treatment in patients infected by HTLV-1.